Medical malpractice: a review of issues for providers.
The worlds of law and medicine meet in some very interesting and very important ways. Together, lawyers and physicians tackle such subjects as cloning, right to die, surrogate parenthood, and embryo preservation and implantation, to name a few. The most personal and painful nexus for physicians comes when a physician is sued and must then deal with the legal system as a defendant. The world of plaintiffs, experts, legal doctrines, state and federal law, and judicial application of law to the facts of the case can be intimidating. It is hoped that this overview has allowed the hematology-oncology practitioner to become more familiar with the theories and procedures involved in medical negligence actions. The physician, when comfortable with the basics, may better tolerate the apparent idiosyncrasies of the system and even may be able to protect him or herself from becoming involved in a lawsuit ab initio.